
The POST is local and relevant with the highest readership in the Western Suburbs. See www.postnewspapers.com.au
Each week 51,990 copies of the POST are distributed, reaching every household and business in the western suburbs.

These suburbs are shown on the map on page 2. Extra copies are delivered to other selected riverside suburbs. 
Registered by Australia Post publication No. WBF1752.

Here’s
where
we go…

222 Onslow Road, Shenton Park 9381 6541

 HOURS: Tue-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-4pm 
Closed from 25th Dec & Re-opening Tues 17th Jan 2017

Wishing  
you a 

Happy & 
Prosperous 
New Year.

Victorian Brooch/Pendant $14K  
Diamond/Pearl in original box.

Vol 43  No.53 Ph. 9381 3088, 276 Onslow Road, Shenton Park, 6008.  www.postnewspapers.com.au December 31,  2016

Cambridge
Claremont/Nedlands
Mosman/Cottesloe
Subiaco

Detectives missed three early 
opportunities that could have 
led them to the Claremont se-
rial killer in the 1990s.

The fi rst was clues left on the 
driver’s licence of a 17-year-old 
girl abducted and raped in 1995.

The second was when car 
upholstery samples recovered 
from the body of Jane Rimmer 
were sent to the wrong depart-
ment of the Chemistry Centre 
in 1996; and the third was a 
vital clue missed in forensic 
examination of the body of Ciara 
Glennon in 1997.

The 17-year-old was abducted 
from Claremont’s Rowe Park, 
in February 1995, opposite the 
Showgrounds subway, taken to 
Karrakatta Cemetery and raped.

The teenager, who had left 
Claremont’s Club Bay View and 
was walking to a friend’s house 
after midnight, survived.

Her attacker had handled 
her driver’s licence. A young 
girl who lived locally found it 
discarded in the park soon after 
the attack.

Some detectives investigat-
ing the Claremont murders 
believe the licence would have 
yielded the fi ngerprints and 
DNA of the attacker had they 

been able to preserve it early.
The girl who found the licence 

told her older sister but police 
were not informed at the time.

That abduction and sexual 
assault were investigated 
by the Claremont Criminal 
Investigation Branch and the 
Sex Assault Squad.

It was written off as unsolved 
after six weeks.

It was not until more than a 
year later that the Rowe Park 
incident was re-investigated, this 
time by the Macro Task force set 

up to investigate the disappear-
ance of Sarah Spiers in January 
1996 and Jane Rimmer in July 
the same year.

The Macro detectives did 
something that the Claremont 
CIB did not.

They door-knocked the houses 
surrounding Rowe Park, and 
the victim’s driver’s licence was 
handed to them.

In the meantime, friends of the 
victim said she was distressed 
because she worried that her 
attacker may have kept her 

licence which contained her 
name and address.

But while some Macro offi cers 
thought there was an obvious 
link between the Rowe Park 
crime and the later abductions, 
senior Macro offi cers discounted 
any link.

They said repeatedly that it 
was a “different MO” [modus 
operandi]. 

This was at the time when no 
bodies had been recovered, so it 
is hard to see how an MO could 
be determined. 

They believed that the “serial 
killer” victims must have got 
willingly into a car, perhaps 
a taxi or a vehicle driven by a 
person in authority such as a 
police offi cer.

The Rowe Park incident was 
allegedly a “blitz attack”, with 
the teen disabled and forced 
into a vehicle.

Senior Macro offi cers became 
convinced that they had their 
man in Cottesloe public servant 
Lance Williams. He has now been 
absolutely eliminated by DNA.  

The Rowe Park attack was 
again fi led as unsolved until 2008.

Claremont CIB no longer ex-
ists. Its culture in the early 1990s 
became the focus of harsh criti-
cism by the 2004 Kennedy Royal 
Commission into police corrup-
tion, Commissioner Kennedy 
describing the actions of some 
offi cers there as “distressing”.

A second opportunity was 
missed when car upholstery 
samples recovered with adhe-
sive tape from the body of Jane 
Rimmer were sent to the wrong 
department of the Chemistry 
Centre in 1996.

Macro assumed that the sam-
ples had been lost, although the 
Schramm external review said 
that the fi bres were likely to 

Take Roe 8 to poll: Norris
The Barnett government 

should take the controversial 
Roe 8 freight link to the March 
election rather than start build-
ing it now, according to Mosman 
Park mayor Ron Norris.

“I remain concerned that the 
government could push ahead 
with the project, ignoring both 
the environmental and economic 
issues,” he said from London 
last week.

“With the March election 
imminent, I have no idea why 
anyone would commit to start a 
project when they have no idea 

how they are going to fi nish it.
“If, as everyone seems to think, 

there is a change of government 
in March, then the damage per-
petrated in the next few months 
will somehow have to be undone, 
most probably at huge cost. 

“I think everyone would ac-
cept the outcome if the govern-
ment went to the election with 
the Roe 8 project as an issue. 

“Of course, this is all very re-
mote from the western suburbs 
at the moment, but if it proceeds 
it could have a huge adverse im-
pact on Curtin Avenue.”

About 300 trucks a day use 
Curtin Avenue, but if the Barnett 
government’s preferred Perth 
Freight Link is built, that num-
ber would triple to 900 a day,

Mr Norris, who is in the UK 
on holidays, was speaking after 
attending a protest with other 
mayors organised by protest 
group Save Beeliar Wetlands 
after it lost its bid to challenge 
state environmental approval 

for the road in the High Court.
The protest was the culmina-

tion of weeks of protesting at the 
site, where many people have 
been arrested and issued with 
move-on notices.

Roe 8 will be WA’s fi rst toll 
road. 

The state government has not 
yet announced the route for 
the rest of the $1.9billion Perth 
Freight Link project, connecting 
Roe Highway to Fremantle port.

Save Beeliar Wetlands is 
now pursuing a legal chal-
lenge in the Federal Court over 
Commonwealth environmental 
approval.

WA Environment Minister 
Albert Jacob says land clearing 
may be complete by the March 
state election.

At Mosman Park’s December 
council meeting, Victoria Street 
resident Max Ball sought an 
assurance from the council that 

• Please turn to page 29

• Please turn to page 29
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Police Commissioner Karl O’Callaghan fronts the media conference to 
announce the arrest. 

Claremont victims … Sarah Spiers, Jane Rimmer, and Ciara Glennon.

By BRET CHRISTIAN
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Totalled … Bystanders mistook this Mazda sedan for a utility after Monday’s crash. Photo: Billie Fairclough

Container truck in Curtin crash
A black Mazda was de-

stroyed in a collision with 
a container truck in Curtin 
Avenue this week.

Neither driver was injured, 
but both were shaken.

Cottesloe CEO Mat Humfrey 
said the accident reaffi rmed 
the council’s position on Curtin 
Avenue’s unsuitability as a 
heavy haulage route. 

The collision happened on 
Monday morning as the woman 
driving the Mazda was rear-
ended while turning at the 
corner of Salvado Street and 
Curtin Avenue.

Senior Constable Ral Herring 
said the truck driver had not 
been given enough time or 
distance to brake.

Mr Humfrey said the involve-
ment of a container truck was 

a worry.
In July, the council resolved 

to petition Cottesloe MP and 
Premier Colin Barnett and 
Transport Minister Dean 
Nalder to ban heavy vehicles 
from Curtin Avenue, designated 
for heavy vehicles.

Mayor Jo Dawkins said after 
Monday’s accident: “Curtin 
Avenue is a local road, providing 
direct access to people’s houses.

“The road is shared with 
cyclists and schoolchildren.”

“It is not an appropriate route 
for heavy-haulage vehicles.”

By RHIANNON SHINE Police have made a positive 
link between an unknown rap-
ist and the murderer of one of 
the three victims of the infa-
mous Claremont serial killer.

The forensic link shows that 
the man who abducted a woman 
from a Claremont street late at 
night and sexually assaulted her 
in Karrakatta Cemetery in 1995, 
is the same man who murdered 
Ciara Glennon.

Police hope the breakthrough 
will lead to the arrest of the man 
who preyed on and murdered 
young women who had been 
partying in central Claremont 
in the mid-1990s. 

Police have long linked three 
crimes, all assumed to be mur-
ders.

But it is now known that there 
is a link between at least one of 
the murders and an abduction 
and sexual assault where the 
victim survived. 

Ms Glennon, a 27-year-old 
lawyer, was the last known 

victim, in 1997, of the unknown 
man who became notorious 
Australia-wide as the Claremont 
serial killer.

She was last seen after leav-
ing the Claremont Hotel around 
midnight on March 17. She was 
talking to someone in a white 
station wagon stopped on Stirling 
Highway, opposite Hungry Jack’s.

The attacks by the same per-
son are now known to span at 
least three years.

When the Claremont cold case 
investigation that uncovered the 
vital clue began in 2004, police 
announced that the cases of 
16 missing women would be 
included. 

The Special Crime Squad is 
actively investigating the mys-
tery that began nearly 20 years 
ago with the disappearance 
of secretary Sarah Spiers (18) 
from Stirling Road in Claremont 
after she had left Club Bay View 
around 2am in January 1996.

On February 12, 1995, a year 
before the abduction of the fi rst 

By BRET CHRISTIAN

• Please turn to page 109

CLAREMONT BREAKTHROUGH

The container truck that hit the Mazda, the arrow showing where the 
car was projected across Curtin Avenue. 

‘Someone will die’
Cottesloe residents say 

Curtin Avenue is becoming 
increasingly dangerous for 
pedestrians and cyclists to 
cross and are frustrated that 
no pedestrian crossings are 
being put in place.

A buck-passing stand-off 
between Cottesloe council 
and Main Roads WA has led to 
inaction, as each claims that 
responsibility for the busy road 
lies with the other.

Ten years ago, Cottesloe MP 
Colin Barnett described Curtin 
Avenue in one of his electorate 
newsletters as a “disaster wait-
ing to happen.”

He also dubbed the road a 
“makeshift highway”.

Finey Street resident Rebecca 
Boyce Cam, whose home is on 

the corner of Curtin Avenue near 
the Forrest Street intersection, 
at Cottesloe railway station, said 
it was a matter of time before 
disaster struck.

“I’ve seen so many close calls,” 
she said. “Someone’s going to die 
on that stretch of road.” 

She said that from her front 
door she watched a parade of 
pedestrians through the day 
taking their chances crossing the 
road – schoolchildren dashing 
for the train, tourists lugging 

suitcases, or young mums push-
ing prams.

“Every morning I see school-
children running across the road 
to get the train – it’s kamikaze,” 
she said.

“In the afternoons it’s even 
worse. There are more trucks 
and lots of kids getting off the 
train after school.”

Mrs Boyce Cam said the traf-
fi c and pedestrian dangers had 
worsened in the four years she 
had lived there.

“Curtin Avenue is a very busy 
road now,” she said.

“The trucks are shocking – 
they just start to rev up at the 
Jarrad Street lights and get up 
speed, so when they reach the 
Forrest Street intersection, 
where people are pouring into 
and out of the Cottesloe station, 
they’re charging along.”

By LOUISA WALES

• Please turn to page 15

Every morning I 
see schoolchildren 
running across the 

road to get the train 
– it’s kamikaze.

‘
’

Jane Rimmer

Ciara Glennon

Sarah Spiers

Fourth
serial 
killer 
victim

Andrew Forrest injured  in cliff fall – page 3
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Foam surfboards that put generations of young surf-ers on their feet have been hauled out of storage for a revival of the Foamie Classic in Cottesloe.
Mosman Park surfer David Harrison is organising the nostalgic competition at the Cove surf break to raise money for Ride to Conquer Cancer for the Harry Perkins Institute in Nedlands.

The last Foamie Classic was held about 20 years ago.“Foamies are a uniquely Western Australian phenom-enon,” David said. “They were made locally and were very popular, but they are not made any more.” They have been overtaken by the composite boogie boards.David expects adults who cut their surfi ng teeth on foamies to turn up for the comp. He has been retrieving dusty foamies from sheds and has bought three after online ad-vertisements.
Rescued foamies will be available free of charge to rid-ers without their own.To register for the November 22 event contact foamieclassic@gmail.com. Entry fee is $40.  

Kidnapped teen in Claremont attack
A teenage university student who was abducted and sexually assaulted in Claremont fi ve years before the fi rst known victim of the Claremont se-rial killer has told her story publicly for the fi rst time.A man kidnapped her from a car in  the carpark opposite the Cottesloe Hotel and drove her to the abandoned Lakeway drive-in theatre in Swanbourne, where he tried to rape her.She escaped but he stalked and recaptured her in Claremont and bundled her into the back of his station wagon.She came forward after friends read in the POST that police investigating the three known Claremont serial kill-ings of the mid-1990s have now positively linked a prior of-fence to the last of the known victims, Ciara Glennon (POST October 17).

Forensic tests have confi rmed that the man who murdered Ms Glennon is the same man who abducted a 17-year-old in Gugeri 

Street, Claremont, bundled her into the back of his van and drove her to Karrakatta cemetery, raped her and left her for dead.She survived and ran to Hollywood Hospital.Special Crime Squad police are keen to investigate other attempted abductions in the Claremont area before and after the Claremont series of killings.The woman had never re-ported the abduction to police, believing it was useless because she did not have a description of the man or his vehicle.She said she had been cel-ebrating with friends at the Cottesloe Hotel in late 1989 when they took her to their car parked opposite the hotel because she was extremely drunk.“I couldn’t handle alcohol,” she said.
“They left me there and went back to the pub.

“He must have been watching. I was dressed in a tight short skirt and a tight little top.”She said she must have been moved from her friend’s car to the kidnapper’s car.“The next thing I remem-ber was waking up, being driven along Servetus Street [Swanbourne] in his car while he was groping my boobs.“He stopped at the old drive-in at Swanbourne and I came to pretty quickly. I had an adrenaline surge.  I sobered up instantly and I can remember everything clearly to this day.”She said the man tried to kiss her while groping her.“He had hard whiskers. I had only been with boys up until then, so he must have been at least 30.”

By BRET CHRISTIAN

• Please turn to page 30• Info sought on student – page 11

Court win casts doubt on Meter EyesA Peppermint Grove motorist who took Cottesloe council to court over a Meter Eye fi ne has cast doubt on the legality of the lucrative parking system.Sue Russell won her case in Fremantle Magistrates’ Court in 2009 after Cottesloe had issued a $20 fi ne, saying her Mercedes Benz  overstayed in Napoleon Street.

The POST has learnt that as a result of her win, Eye fi nes may not be legal.
The devices were not sup-ported by law, like Multanovas and hand-held speed cameras.In the 2013 financial year, Cottesloe fi ned drivers close to $1million, with about half com-ing from over-stayers pinged by its 500 Meter Eyes.Meter Eyes are set into 

Cottesloe parking spaces on the beachfront and at shopping centres. 
They record when cars arrive and leave, sending a signal to rangers when an overstay is detected.

Ms Russell said she had become incensed when a ranger believed the reading from the electronic device and not her word.“He virtually accused me of 

lying,” she said.“My integrity is one thing I value, so I let him have it big-time.”
Ms Russell appeared twice in court. The fi rst time, the council did not show up.“Afterwards then they sent some stupid excuse, the mag-istrate heard the case – and he threw it out,” Ms Russell said.Critical to Ms Russell’s de-

fence were time-stamped re-ceipts from the post offi ce and Van’s restaurant.“I was only there seven or eight minutes,” she said.“I saw the ranger and said, ‘Here are receipts which showed when I got here’.“He said, ‘No, the thing says you’ve been there longer.’

By DAVID COHEN

• Please turn to page 30

Jane Rimmer Ciara Glennon
Sarah Spiers

Historic rape 
attempt before 

serial killer struck

Jason Shaw, right, president of Cottesloe Boardriders, and David Harrison invite the public to join them on the waves for charity.  Photo: Paul McGovern
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Foam surfboards that put generations of young surf-ers on their feet have been hauled out of storage for a revival of the Foamie Classicin Cottesloe.
Mosman Park surfer David Harrison is organising the nostalgic competition at the Cove surf break to raise money for Ride to Conquer Cancer for the Harry Perkins Institute in Nedlands.
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fence were time-stamped re-ceipts from the post office and fiVan’s restaurant.“I was only there seven or eight minutes,” she said.“I saw the ranger and said, ‘Here are receipts which showed when I got here’.“He said, ‘No, the thing says you’ve been there longer.’
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At LJ Hooker Claremont we provide more 

than a service to property investors.  

We provide an advantage.

•  A property management team of dedicated professionals who source 

quality tenants and ensure total support at all times without exception

•  With the support of the latest technology, ongoing training and 

management systems you will know your investment property is in the 

best hands

•  We understand that owning an investment property is a great way to 

build wealth over time, but ensuring it is managed correctly is vital to 

long term wealth creation

Shanay Parker 

0478 950 810
shanany.parker@ljhooker.com.au

Call us for your free rental appraisal

Janine Healey 

0455 206 679
janine.healey@ljhooker.com.au
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Marshall payment

Two new clues 
to serial killer

Two new clues to the 

Claremont serial killer have 

been uncovered.
The man who terrorised the 

western suburbs in the mid-

1990s drove a white mid-1990s 

Holden Commodore VS Series 

1, most likely a station wagon, 

to abduct and murder at least 

two of his victims. 

The killer also has some link to 

screen-printing, the manual pro-

cess of printing coloured words 

and patterns on fabric such as 

T-shirts and other clothing.

Importantly, he left his DNA 

on the body of the 1997 victim, 

Ciara Glennon, traces that 

police have now matched to 

a teenager’s late-night abduc-

tion in Claremont and rape 

in Karrakatta cemetery in 

February 1995 (“Fourth serial 

killer victim”, POST, October 17).

The 17-year old survived and 

escaped, but the offender has 

not been caught.

Police are certain that the 

same man committed all four 

sexually-motivated blitz attacks in 

Claremont in 1995, 1996 and 1997.

People with knowledge of the 

investigation are concerned that 

excessive police secrecy has 

robbed the public of its ability 

to contribute sound information 

that could lead to the killer.

For up to 20 years, the pub-

lic has not been told that the 

Claremont serial killer left 

important clues.

Following the POST’s publica-

tion last month of an account of 

another teenager’s previously 

unreported abduction from 

Cottesloe and attempted rape 

in late 1989, the newspaper re-

ceived more information about 

the notorious serial killer.

That young woman had been  

drunk when she was abducted 

from Cottesloe and driven to 

Swanbourne.  She escaped during 

a rape attempt but was stalked and 

recaptured in Claremont, where 

she escaped again (“Kidnapped 

teen in Claremont attack”, POST, 

November 14).
Professional investigators 

inside and outside the police 

force are convinced that while 

the 1989 case may or may not 

be connected, it represents 

the tip of an iceberg of other 

unreported attacks that could 

yield vital clues.

By BRET CHRISTIAN

• Please turn to page 47

A Holden VS Commodore Series 1 station wagon.

Leighton beach carpark came alive this week as Melbourne drummer 

Max put in entertaining practice while he watched the sun set over the 

Indian Ocean, with the Fremantle Port’s  lights in the background. Max 

was spotted by Cottesloe photographer Jane Wishaw, who learnt he 

was in search of a band. As well as having the best free view in town, 

Max’s rehearsal venue draws no complaints from the neighbours.

• Please turn to page 133

Barnett’s
office

consulted
By DAVID COHEN

Rhythm of life is
a powerful beat

Premier Colin Barnett’s 

offi ce has been consulted in 

the controversy over his old 

football club’s $300,000 ad-

viser’s payment to business-

man and now club director 

Denis Marshall.
The payment came from a 

$16.5million state government 

grant to the Claremont Tigers, 

announced at the club by Mr 

Barnett in 2010.
Mr Marshall is Mr Barnett’s 

old Claremont reserves football 

coach from the 1960s, and is 

described by the club as the 

driving force behind the club’s 

new grandstand project.

Claremont Football Club 

president Kevin Somes con-

fi rmed the consultancy pay-

ment to Mr Marshall in an 

emailed statement to club 

members on Tuesday after-

noon.
That morning, club architect 

Ian Oldfi eld’s offi ce asked a 

club worker to send a draft 

of the email to the Premier’s 

electorate offi cer, Nina Curtis, 

at Mr Barnett’s Cottesloe offi ce.

Later that morning a club 

worker emailed Mr Somes to 

say the draft had been sent to 

Ms Curtis.
“Once you give us the go-

ahead we will send it out,” the 

club worker wrote to Mr Somes.

But Mr Barnett said he had 

not seen the statement before it 

had been sent to club members.

Mr Oldfi eld said someone 

else might have used his com-

puter to send the email to Ms 

Curtis.
“I don’t give a shit what 

you’re saying, seeya,” he said 

when asked for details.

Mr Marshall said last week 

the club had sent him a letter 

the day after Mr Barnett an-

nounced the $16.5million grant.

V
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Early clues missed

The investigation was winding down and in danger of being shelved in 2015. The POST revealed some of the 
breakthrough links that had so far not led to an arrest.

CLAREMONT MURDERS
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Totalled … Bystanders mistook this

Container t
A black Mazda was de-

stroyed in a collision with 
a container truck in Curtin 
Avenue this week.

Neither driver was injured, 
but both were shaken.

Cottesloe CEO Mat Humfrey 
said the accident reaffi rmed fi
the council’s position on Curtin 
Avenue’s unsuitability as a 
heavy haulage route. 

The collision happened on 
Monday morning as the woman 
driving the Mazda was rear-
ended while turning at the 
corner of Salvado Street and 
Curtin Avenue.

Senior Constable Ral Herring 
said the truck driver had not 
been given enough time or 
distance to brake.

Mr Humfrey said the involve-
ment of a container truck was 
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‘Someo
Cottesloe residents say 

Curtin Avenue is becoming 
increasingly dangerous for 
pedestrians and cyclists to 
cross and are frustrated that 
no pedestrian crossings are 
being put in place.

A buck-passing stand-off 
between Cottesloe council 
and Main Roads WA has led to 
inaction, as each claims that 
responsibility for the busy road 
lies with the other.

Ten years ago, Cottesloe MP 
Colin Barnett described Curtin 
Avenue in one of his electorate 
newsletters as a “disaster wait-
ing to happen.”

He also dubbed the road a 
“makeshift highway”.

Finey Street resident Rebecca 
Boyce Cam, whose home is on 
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ACTON DALKEITH 160 STIRLING HIGHWAY, NEDLANDS

PH: 08 9386 8255   WWW.ACTON.COM.AU/DALKEITH

DALKE I TH

88 STANLEY STREET, NEDLANDS OFFERS

AMONG THE GUM TREES!

With glorious mature trees and gardens, this spacious family home 

offers peaceful sunlit spaces and the potential to expand. This peaceful 

home is close to excellent schools, UWA, public transport, 

shops and cafes. Superbly presented on a quiet leafy street, 

this is your home among the gum trees! 

33 2 1012sqm

VIVIEN YAP 0433 258 818 

vivien.yap@acton.com.au
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Serial killer net tightens
Detectives are making 

progress in their bid to solve 

WA’s most baffl ing and sen-

sational murder mystery, the 

Claremont serial killings.

Very promising leads have 

convinced senior police that the 

apparently un-solvable crimes 

that traumatised the western 

suburbs 19 years ago may now 

be solved.
A team of 12 detectives, sepa-

rate from the original Macro 

task forces, has been commit-

ted to the inquiry over the past 

three years.
They have have narrowed 

their focus to other, possibly 

related non-fatal crimes and 

to new forensic evidence after 

an exhaustive review of the 

case, including hundreds of 

interviews.
Three young women disap-

peared late on three separate 

nights from Claremont after 

visiting central Claremont 

nightspots in the mid-1990s, the 

victims of horrifi c crimes. 

Two were found murdered 

and the third is presumed to 

have met the same fate.

WA’s biggest and most expen-

sive investigation followed, but 

it is now a very different inquiry 

with a different focus, the POST 

has been told.
The focus has moved away 

from taxis and Lance Williams, 

the innocent Cottesloe public 

servant who once absorbed the 

vast bulk of police resources 

but led to dead ends.

Police now do not believe 

any of the three women got into 

a vehicle voluntarily but was 

subject to a blitz attack. 

These separate incidents were 

by the same person. The motive 

was sexual.
It is now accepted that the early, 

intense focus on Mr Williams dis-

tracted them from the signifi cance 

of other clues that might have 

pointed to the real murderer in 

the early days.
Police were inundated at the 

time with calls about possibly 

related abduction attempts and 

suspicious behaviour around 

the Claremont entertainment 

precinct.
But as the POST has previ-

ously reported, these were given 

scant attention because police 

could not connect them to Mr 

Williams.
The dismissed reports that 

might not have appeared signifi -

cant at the time are now being 

revisited, with promising leads.

Other incidents  may have 

gone unreported.

International criminologists say 

each massive investigation pro-

duces one person, and sometimes 

more than one, who appears to 

fi t, but who in reality had nothing 

to do with the crime.

The re-investigation has 

completed interviews and re-

interviews,  eliminating 10,000 

“persons of interest”, includ-

ing two men whose lives were 

severely damaged when their 

names became public during 

early inquiries.
These were Mr Williams and 

former Claremont mayor Peter 

Weygers,  who are no longer of 

interest to police investigating 

the murders.
Police are now focusing on 

scientifi c lines of inquiry plus 

related “precursor” crimes in 

the western suburbs leading up 

to the murders, ranging from 

house break-ins to attempted 

abductions.

By BRET CHRISTIAN

Sarah Spiers Jane Rimmer Ciara Glennon

Other deaths 
unsolved

Even professional athletes 

like April Letton have strug-

gled with self-belief on their 

way to the top.
“I never thought I was any 

good,” April (24) said.

The 1.85m defender has set-

tled in Subiaco and started a 

two-year stint with state net-

ball team, West Coast Fever.

She was born in Nowra, 

lived at Heathcote in Sydney, 

and played three seasons with 

the NSW Swifts before head-

ing west.
April is also looking to 

add to her one game with 

the Australian team, the 

Diamonds.
“I’ve been playing since I 

was in the womb: my mum 

played,” April said.

“My two older sisters played, 

so I started.
“I was the kid who never 

really expected to go any-

where.”
April got a shot of self-belief 

after she made the under-17 

NSW team when she was 14.

“That was a big thing,” she 

said.
“But after the fi rst day of the 

two-day trials for the squad I 

didn’t want to go back for the 

second day.”
The Fever won only four 

games last year, fi ve the year 

before and, until last month, 

hadn’t won an away game for 

two years.
“I was looking for a change, 

and being part of a change,” 

April said.
“I’ve never looked at Fever 

as a losing team, and never 

written them off.”

“I talked with Brazz [Fever 

captain Ashleigh Brazill], who I 

knew from NSW, before coming 

here and had a good feeling.”

Last Saturday, Fever made 

it three wins out of three 

this season when they beat 

Southern Steel 67-60 at HBF 

Stadium.

Self-belief
a tall order 

for April
By DAVID COHEN

• Please turn to page 92
It’s tough getting past the Fever’s April Letton. Photo: Paul McGovern

Nobody in our society should 

get away with murder.

Every unsolved case is impor-

tant, but the Claremont series 

stand out for several reasons.

It appalled and horrifi ed the 

western suburbs, touching 

many lives including family, 

friends and those of innocent 

suspects, and became national 

news.
As well as justice for the 

culprit, public safety is another 

pressing issue.
A “safe” shopping area where 

young girls grew up shopping 

with their mothers suddenly 

took on a sinister air.

Though three victims were at-

tributed to the Claremont serial 

killer, the killers of literally 

dozens of other murdered and 

vanished women in the same 

decade remain a mystery.

Are any of them connected? 

Did the horrifi c offences con-

tinue elsewhere?
The known victims had all 

been partying at local night-

spots before they vanished in 

1996 and 1997.
Sarah Spiers (18) of South 

Perth was the fi rst to vanish. 

She was last seen in Stirling 

Road near Stirling Highway 

in January 1996.
Two months later, Jane 

Rimmer (23) of Shenton Park 

disappeared, evidently from 

Stirling Highway as she headed 

towards her home.
Her body was found months 

later in Wellard, inland from 

Rockingham.

Do you qualify 

as a PGW? 
– Page 25, quiz page 36

• Please turn to page 92

• Please turn to page 92
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Early clues missed
vital clues if tested (POST December 11, 2004).

The samples were not found until the Chem 
Centre moved to Bentley in 2011. Tests then 
revealed breakthrough clues about a motor 
vehicle.

Another blunder concerned forensic exami-
nation of the body of Ciara Glennon, found at 
Eglinton north of Perth two weeks after she 
disappeared from Claremont in March 1997.

A critical item from her body was overlooked 
at the time and not tested until years after 
the Schramm review of 2004, an international 
and interstate external review forced on local 
police after the broadcast of He Who Waits, an 
episode of the ABC’s Australian Story.

The item from Ciara Glennon was then taken 
to the United Kingdom for testing, these tests 
revealing the breakthrough clue.

Despite the Schramm review identifying 
numerous promising forensic opportunities, 
some reluctant senior police kept insisting 
that the Claremont murders were the work 
of the man they referred to as LKW – Lance 
Kenneth Williams.

The investigation into the Claremont mur-
ders was winding down and in danger of being 
shelved in 2015. The POST revealed in October 
and November some of the breakthrough links 
that had so far not led to an arrest.

Renewed interest in the murders led to 
more resources and expert personnel being 
thrown at the case that gripped the nation 
over Christmas.

• From page 1

Let people vote on Roe 8: Norris
ratepayers’ funds would not be used 
in the freight link challenge.

Mr Ball was concerned after seeing 
Mr Norris on television news reports 
about the protest.

“The Roe 8 freight link is rapidly 
moving into a political argument and 

it is going to be further politicised over 
the next few months,” Mr Ball said.

“Between now and March, the Roe 
8 freight link will be more and more 
subject to political issues and I think 
it is not appropriate for Mosman Park 
to be involved.” 

Deputy mayor Jenna Ledgerwood 
read the council’s previous motions 

from August 2015 and October this 
year, which recorded the council’s con-
cerns about the freight link’s adverse 
impact on the western suburbs and a 
request to local MP and Premier Colin 
Barnett for a cost-benefi t analysis of 
alternative routes.

“There is no talk of any funding for 
any challenge,” she said.

A big police presence was on hand outside Premier Colin Barnett’s electorate offi  ce as Roe 8 protesters took to the streets of Cottesloe 
to make their displeasure known. Photo: Paul McGovern

• From page 1

Mosman call for crime posse
a ranger roaming the streets here 
because I doubt that rangers are very 
useful.”

Deputy mayor Jenna Ledgerwood 
said the council was in regular contact 
with the Cottesloe police.

“We do need to expand that because 
if we don’t stop it down at the front of 
our suburb it would gradually move 
back in,” she said. 

“I don’t say this is anything new but 
I do think it is on the increase.”

CEO Mark Goodlet said the council 
had used surveillance cameras to 
monitor illegal dumping and antisocial 
behaviour, had provided police with 
a map of hot spots and was consult-
ing with police, the Department of 
Housing and Belmont council about 
CCTV options.

“There are a small number of home-
less people in Mosman Park and our 
rangers have been engaging with them 
to try to put them in touch with the 

Salvation Army and give them specifi c 
help to get them off the street,” he said.

“We have liaised with the Water 
Corporation where the homeless 
persons are apparently residing on 
their land.

“We have been to the Department of 
Housing, who work with our rangers 
and police with problematic people 
on their premises. 

“We have also been doing extra pro-
active patrolling.”

He said the police had stepped up 
their patrols, which were now more 
frequent at night, while the Housing 
Authority had an intensive management 
program in place for tenants. 

He said residents could also take 
advantage of the security incentive pro-
gram the council recently introduced 
and he encouraged residents to join 
Neighbourhood Watch.

Mr Goodlet said the council was work-
ing with the Housing Authority to see 
if a different model could be applied 
to public tenants in problem areas.

Resident Tony Ruse asked whether 
the council’s actions had been  prompt-
ed by the burglaries or social housing 
issues.

Ms Ledgerwood said it was prompted 
by a delegation of residents complain-
ing about behaviour in public housing 
in Wellington Street.

She said only a few tenants were 
involved in antisocial behaviour, with 
many problems caused by visitors.

“Not all of these people are crimi-
nals, but there are one or two whose 
friends are coming from other suburbs 
and they have been creating problems 
within the neighbourhood,” she said.

Ms Ledgerwood said police had 
put a lot of work into curtailing that 
behaviour.

“The problem is now everywhere, 
it is not just Mosman Park,” she said.

North ward councillor said police had 
given the council a special response 
number which residents could call to 
report crime.

• From page 9

Fix it quickly
Renovating or

repairing your home?
The POST each week lists tradesmen who

provide every household service, from

unblocking drains to unravelling the

mysteries of your new flat-screen television.

They will do your books, clean or paint your house,

landscape the garden, do handyman

repairs or build an entire house.

Readers tell us they have carried out major

extensions and renovations just by using the

POST trades and services directory near the back

of the newspaper. 

The directory is also available on the Internet at

postnewspapers.com.au

To advertise email

advertising@postnewspapers.com.au
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