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Mangoes
99¢ ea

visit us on the corner:
Kirkwood & North, Swanbourne

open 7 days
5:30am to 9:30pm

phone us on:

9385 6009

Meat & Seafood
Now Available

Rockmelons

$1.99ea

Large Yellow Flesh Nectarines

$3.99kg

WHILE STOCKS LAST

COME IN AND SEE OUR OTHER
INSTORE SPECIALS

gourmet corner

New Look
KIRKWOOD
with the same

“Old Fashioned
Culture”

LORETO NEDLANDS
69 Webster Street, Nedlands

CATHOLIC CO-EDUCATIONAL
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Limited Vacancies 2006
PRE-PRIMARY 

LORETO offers:
❍ A reputation for excellence in teaching
❍ A warm caring, supportive Christian

community environment
❍ Educational programs to meet needs

of all students
❍ Extensive Sporting, Music, and

Performing Arts programs

LIMITED VACANCIES IN OTHER YEARS

Enquiries please telephone the
School Secretary on 9386 7009

Stockists of                      &

158 STIRLING HWY (CNR BULIMBA RD,) NEDLANDS     PH: 9389 8363
oasisuw@bigpond.net.au

Discovery 
3 Burner 

Umbrella World & Outdoor Furniture Look for the big red umbrella

No need to wait -
Swap & Go gas bottles

WA Made
Limestone
Tables - 
various sizes
from $959

All BBQ’s available in enamel or stainless steel

Save 
space 

bolt on
the wall 

2 Burner.

ENTERTAINING IN STYLE 

Weber Q tm

$399
Portable BBQ
Trolley $9995
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LADIES and GENTS
PPRRIICCEE  GGUUIIDDEE

Leather elbow patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00
Zip replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19.00 to $36.00
Hems  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.00 to $24.00
Pocket replacement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.00 to $18.00
Adjust waist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$18.00 to $25.00
Adjust seams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.00 to $26.00
Invisible Zips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$22.00 to $26.00
Shorten sleeves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15.00 to $36.00
Buttons/Buttonholes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.50 to $5.00
Taper Legs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .from $15.00

All materials supplied by Darn-It
PRICES SUBJECT TO ALTERATION

ALTERATIONS and REPAIRS TO LINEN
Same Day Service
Available by Special Request

U2, 38 Graylands Road,
Claremont 6010

Established 1992Phone 9383 4478

Rory Christie is a name that still
causes hackles to rise among
some members of the WA Police
– in fact, two months after his ac-
quittal, some are still seething.

He is the one who got away, who
beat a murder rap on a technical-
ity and is now holed up back in
Canada, laughing at us, is their
view.

But that is not how his Supreme
Court judge saw it when he dismissed
the Christie murder trial jury and
instructed the jury to find Mr
Christie not guilty.

Juries don’t give reasons for their
decisions. But in this case we have
the luxury of hearing reasons from
the judge.

He said, in effect, that on the ev-
idence, Rory Christie could not
have murdered his wife Susan.

He said that the alleged murder
and the disposal of the body were
two intertwined events that had to
be done by the same person.

“It is not open for the jury to draw
the inference that the accused (Mr
Christie) had an opportunity on
the Friday evening to dispose of the
body,” Justice John McKechnie
wrote in his judgment.

So there you have it. Rory Christie
could not have disposed of the
body, so he could not have committed
the murder.

Last weekend it emerged via
ABC radio commentator Liam
Bartlett that police had still not ap-
pointed a case officer to look for
Susan Christie’s real killer.

This is despite the fact that the orig-
inal hunt for her killer was this state’s
most expensive, apart from the un-

successful search for the Claremont
serial killer.

If it was so important then, why
not now?

A clue is provided by statements
WA police made to the media in Rory
Christie’s home town, where his
Perth trials were followed with
great interest.

Inspector Scott Higgins sat through
much of both trials and the ap-
peal and liaised with police witnesses.

He told Newcap Television in
Lloydminister, Alberta, that he still
feels police did the right thing in
charging Rory Christie and doesn’t
feel the need to look further.

And sergeant Brian Cowie was
quoted in the Calgary Herald say-
ing that Mr Christie’s acquittal
“doesn’t mean we didn’t have the
right person, but we didn’t have
enough to convict that person”.

He is right about the last part.
Highly embarrassing forensic

blunders were made by local police.
The central point of Rory Christie’s

conviction for murder at his first trial,
as that trial judge saw it, was sim-
ply not put forward at the second
trial.

This was that Mr Christie’s tie had
become blood-soaked during the mur-
der or clean-up, and drycleaned later
that day.

Most of the length of the tie test-
ed positive for blood, the judge
told the first trial jury.

But by the second trial, it had been
pointed out to police that the test-
ing chemical, luminol, also reacts
in contact with bleach, watermel-
on, horseradish, and citrus juice, other
common products and even itself.

This was not mentioned at the first

Benazir Surtees on a different stage … dancing with the western suburbs’ hot
real estate market.

Prima ballerina Benazir Surtees (nee
Hussain) has swapped her pointe shoes for
power suits to start a new career in real es-
tate.

“But the suits have a funky edge,” she insists,
with an Aussie accent and down-to-earth hu-
mour which belie her sophisticated, disci-
plined stage persona. 

The former soloist with the Royal Ballet,
Australian and WA Ballet, who lists dancing
at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden for
President Clinton and Princess Diana among
career highlights, has joined the sales team at
Space Real Estate in Cottesloe.

Now 33, she had already decided 2005 would
be her last season when fate intervened in the
form of a serious knee injury.

“I wanted to finish with people asking me
why,” she said.

The WA Ballet’s final production of Cinder-
ella in November last year was meant to be
“a perfect fairytale” ending to her 17-year ca-
reer, she said.

But earlier, during the opening night of a con-
temporary ballet performance at the Quarry

Amphitheatre in January, she injured the lat-
eral meniscus in her knee.

“My knee locked in a kneeling position and
I couldn’t straighten it –I had to hobble off the
stage and had surgery four days later,” she said.

“But I did a ‘Jana Pittman’ and got back in
form in five weeks to dance Dangerous Liaisons,
then La Boheme and finally Cinderella.”

Ballerina comes down to earth

As audiences remember the stunning Benazir.

• Please turn to page 47

• Please turn to page 50

Murderer stays
undetected

Susan Christie (42) was last seen by a neigh-
bour outside her flat in Currie Street,
Daglish, at about 10.15pm on the night of
November 15, 2001.

She was a mother of two boys and separated
from her second husband, Rory Kirk Christie,
now aged 36.

Mrs Christie was educated, witty, intelligent
and pretty, but a head injury and a big drink-
ing problem led her to lead a risky life with
multiple lovers.

Up to five of her acquaintances and lovers
came under police suspicion, some being far
more thoroughly investigated than others.

But police focused on Rory Christie, espe-
cially after they discovered that he pretend-
ed to have a job while he was job-hunting.

Eight months after Susan’s disappearance
they charged him with her wilful murder.

Her body has not been found.
He was convicted of murder in 2003, and later

won a re-trial on appeal. 
There was no confessional evidence, none

of the many Daglish neighbours saw him or
his car near her flat at the crucial times.

The only forensic link was spots of Susan
Christie’s DNA on a loud Zegna tie Mr Christie
had owned while the couple was married

This link was hotly contested on the grounds
that there was no proof Mr Christie was
wearing the Zegna tie at the relevant times,
and that there were innocent explanations for
the transfer of DNA. 

Christie tragedy
follows tragedy

By BRET CHRISTIAN
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RADIOS And amplifiers old valve
type and parts, any condition. Private
collector, Andrew, 9319 1703

OLD Australian photographs, old
books and ephemera sought by keen
collector. John 0409 223 622

MEDALS Militaria bought by genuine
local collector. 9384 5342

FRIDGES Freezers modern working
or not high prices spot cash. 9361
2115, 0429 915 329

FRIDGES And freezers, modern,
working or not. Good prices. Cash.
9447 9946, 0409 290 840

BOOKS. Modern/classic fiction,
non-fiction. Cash paid. We come to
you! 9445 9928

ARABIA China made in Finland any
pieces. 9386 8610

ANTIQUE China wanted specialist
buyer of pre-1940s English China
teapots, jugs, bowls, vases,
figurines, coloured glass teasets,
etc!! Pre-1940s silver or gold
jewellery cash paid free appraisals.
9313 1940

17TH To 20th Century Antiques and
Collectables wanted. Furniture, chest
of drawers, old clocks, pocket
watches, wrist watches, china, silver,
dolls, teddy bears. Will pay best
prices. Cash paid. Phone Philip of
Nedlands Antiques 9389 5546

WANTED TO BUY

SUBIACO Short term 1 and 2
bedroom apartments f/equipped, f
/furn, 1-8 weeks. 9387 4098, 0421
657 817

SUBIACO Furnished room + own
bathroom in character house. Share
with female and cat. $130/wk plus
exp. Zoe 0403 466 339

ONE Bedroom refurbished unit fully
furnished, good Nedlands location
near university $200 per week.
Phone 9386 6369

OFFICE 1 room in a small West
Perth office. Suit non client contact
business use. $400 per month. 0400
640 645 or 9381 8380

NORTH Fremantle furn room t/house
Spanish couple close transport,
$110+pw. 0424 718 072

NORTH Fremantle three bed two
bath funky townhouse ocean views,
semi-furnished optional, $350pw.
0417 987 753, 9433 1881

NEDLANDS Short term fully equip
self cont unit sleeps 2/3. 9386 3660

NEDLANDS Room in new apartment
with private bathroom and own
secure carbay. Working professional
/student $135pw. References
required. Long term preferred. 0419
925 909

NEDLANDS Responsible person
overseas student share pleasant
character furnished house, $95
/week. 9389 8171

NEDLANDS Hampden Rd. short
stays fully equipped studio apartment
0414 496 870

NEDLANDS Fully equipped
character, newly renovated, 3 bed 2
bath, jarrah, $600pw. Monash Ave,
0405 593 004

NEDLANDS 2 bedrooms flat a/c, 12
mths + close to uni, shops, transport,
non smokers, $230. 9389 5670,
0419 909 639, 0419 909 039

LARGE Room with sleepout
attached. $120 per week. Suit
student/backpacker. Fully furnished,
TV, fridge, radio, linen. Older style
house. Share two adults one dog.
0411 807 391

JOONDANNA 2 bedroom unit
$130pw. 9306 2418 or 9286 4842

JOLIMONT. 2br furn/equip unit nr
trans u/c parking. $195pw. 9381
9507

HOUSE Fully furnished 3x2
Nedlands refurbished $550pw. 0405
593 004

DALKEITH Comfortable home quiet
street 5brms 5bath 2studies pool a/c
new paint/carpets $775pw. 0404 448
157

DAGLISH. 1brm grnd flr cnr unit.
Park views. Secure. Nr trans
$145pw. 9381 9507

CRAWLEY: Studio apartment. Walk
to UWA, hospital, river, transport.
Available now. $150pw. Call 0407
420 420

COTTESLOE Fully furn/equip
holiday apartment, 2 bdrm, u/c
parking, sunset balcony, ocean
views, walk to beach, train, shops,
pubs, tennis and golf. Enq 0438 845
567 or 0408 098 901

COTTESLOE 2brm apartment, 150
metres from main beach. Foxtel,
internet, fully furnished and equipped
$300pw. Call Jane on 0423 767 280

CLAREMONT F/f 3 bed 2 bath villa
fully equipped, ideal for short/long for
families or company lets. Fully
equipped laundry, kitchen, TV/DVD
/VCR, stereo, BBQ, secure and
o f f - s t r e e t  p a r k i n g .  V i s i t
www.ashtonvilla.com.au or 0401 842
673 for further info

CLAREMONT Charming Victorian
family home. 3 bedrooms, 1
bathroom. 2 lounge rooms, one with
OFP. Beautiful lawn/garden and
double carport. Outside studio with
additional toilet. Owners relocating
interstate. 3 minutes walk to Bayview
Terrace. $600/week neg. Contact
owner 0402 290 813

CLAREMONT $600pw neg. 3bdrm
family home, 2nd toilet, outside
studio, large lawn/garden, 3 mins
walk to Bayview Tce, close to
transport. Owner relocating
interstate. Call 0412 081 513

CHURCHLANDS:  Home, 4
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, family
room, games room, formal lounge
and dining areas, swimming pool, a
/c, carport for 2 cars, parking for 4
cars, close to university, schools,
transport and shops. $450pw. Call
0403 536 237

TO LET

classifieds ❑ 

PROFESSIONAL String quartet, or
soprano and pianist: 9284 2939

BEAUTIFUL Custom bead jewellery
for your bridal party, reasonable
prices. Susannah 0431 971 480

WEDDINGS

WANTED: Light, airy room for
massage therapist approx 15sqm in
Shenton Park, Subiaco, West Perth
or surrounding areas. Prefer aircond
with window. Nicola 0418 838 854

WANTED Granny flat or similar for
mature responsible female. Phone
9316 0346 or 0439 648 848
thankyou

SUBIACO Area. Wanted furnished
unit for short term let 7 March to 17
March. Mature, former Subi residents
on way back to Oz. Email only
lslitwack@hotmail.com

FREO Doctor 36 male looking for
house/sharing long term with space
and style coastal strip Cottesloe to
Coogee. Ph 0429 422 006

WANTED TO RENT

VINTAGE Jewellery accessories
hatpins lace fabrics trimmings
sewing accessories buttons buckles.
9330 4071

WANTED TO BUY

classifieds ❑

It scooped France’s coveted
Cristal d’Annecy grand prix for an-
imation and is shortlisted for one
of the British Academy of Film and
Television Awards (BAFTA), which
are due to be announced on
Sunday next week.

Susie and Mark, who is also
working in Dalkeith on the second
series of the TV show Sleepover
Club, said they could not be in
London for the BAFTAs but were
determined to be at the Oscars.

The film is described as a blend
of Jules Verne and Edgar Allan Poe
mystery and adventure.

It is the tale, shot in silhouette,
of a disgraced airman who navi-
gates iron airships to find a cure
for the plague that has engulfed
his homeland. It will be on sale on
DVD next month.

There is a monster and horror; it
was made in less than 18 months and
shot on a tight $500,000 budget. 

Secret Life of Us and Star Wars
actor Joel Edgerton provides the
voice of Jasper Morello. 

Mark, who is originally from
Melbourne and was a lawyer and
an actor before turning to scriptwrit-
ing, said: “My son watched it and
said it was quite well-made, which
was praise, I think.”

Susie said: “A lot of people who
have seen it are now asking for a
second look.”

News that the film was in line

for one of the film industry’s top
accolades came hot on the heels
of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences announcing the
nominees last week at the old
Sunset Hospital.

A friend called Susie when
the list of finalists was posted on
the internet. 

“I had gone to bed early because
there are a lot of 6am starts when
you are working on a project
like this,” she said.

The original Sleepover Club
was filmed in Queensland, but the
agreement by Susie’s backers to
relocate to Perth means jobs for
a crew of 60 and roles for WA’s
young actors.

Students from Churchlands Senior
High School, where some of the
scenes are being filmed, have had
parts as extras and dancers from
the Imperial Ball Room  backed up
the core cast of five girls and three
boys in scenes shot this week.

Susie, who studied at the WAIT
film school at what is now Curtin
University, said Perth was an
ideal location for film-making.

“The weather is usually good and
that is important because with chil-
dren’s television budgets you re-
ally get the chance to do things
only once.”

Increased demand from over-
seas film-makers with big budg-
ets was squeezing Australian
crews out of locations in the east-
ern states, she said. 

And the old Sunset Hospital
could provide almost everything
film-makers needed. 

There are sets for three different
bedrooms for Sleepover Club 2,
as well as others, including a
mock school hall disco and a
recreation room at the fictious
Seaview Orphanage.

“We really have not got a facility
to match this anywhere else in
Australia,” Susie said.

PLC teacher Jan McMahon fos-
tered Susie’s interest in photography
and imagery. But it was her father
who inspired her career, she said.

“He had thousands of feet of
Standard 8 film of the family.” 

• From page 1

Tight clamp on Oval grog
For the first time fans will be able

to buy mid-strength spirits – rum
or bourbon and cola.

Until now, drinks have been
limited to mid-strength beer or wine.

The change is being made be-
cause a major rugby sponsor is a
liquor company – but police and
Subiaco council were concerned
about full-strength spirits being sold.

Drinking in stadiums is a tricky
issue.

Rugby is a comparatively short
game – two halves of 45 minutes
each, with a 10-minute half-time.

The new competition happens
on Friday nights across summer
in warm weather – when people
tend to drink more.

The logistics of serving drinks to
about 30% of the crowd in only 10
minutes are formidable.

The number of bars, staff and
equipment limit what can be done
– so does the cost of setting all that

up for just 10 minutes.
Similarly, operators baulk at

asking manufacturers to provide
a special mid-strength drink; but
if the liquor licence demands
mid-strength spirits, then that
strengthens the argument.

Some observers say there is a
trend for fans to drink at hotels and
bars before going to the ground and
to top up at the game.

Some say rugby fans tend to be
males who are big drinkers – but
fairly sociable and not aggres-
sive.

Australian Rules followers are
said to include more family groups.

Soccer fans are often considered
the loudest.

Troublemakers linked to all
codes are said to be a tiny minority
who set out to get drunk and get
into fights.

Rugby has no dry areas – but the
West Cost Eagles have 450 seats and
the Fremantle Dockers 2100 dry
seats where drinking is banned.

• From page 1

Ms Anderton did not think
Cambridge had been excluded from
the route because of the contro-
versies over Perry Lakes.

The government recently re-
sumed the stadium and other
land in Cambridge after a row over
redeveloping sports facilities.

And two years ago the town
fought off a bid to heritage-list
homes in the games village where
athletes were housed during the
1962 event.

The baton will be carried by bus
from Claremont to Princess
Margaret Hospital, then Beatty Park
pool.

Four months ago a black-tie
fund-raising dinner planned for
the stadium was relocated to
Perth after the WA organising
committee heard Cambridge coun-
cil staff had suggested charging
them rent.

J. Barrey Williams, former chief
executive of the WA Club and chair-
man of the committee set up to
raise funds for the Commonwealth
Games team, said at the time he
had expected a donation from the
council rather than a bill.

Perry Lakes
misses out

• From page 1

The plan for a housing de-
velopment, released in October
2005, estimated that subdivi-
sion of 70% of the site into 40
lots measuring 500sq.m could
yield $23.7 million and bring in
extra rate revenue of $70,000 a
year.

The remaining 30% would be
kept for public open space.

Site works and other up-front
costs of $2.4 million, a project
manager costing up to $100,000
and consultancy fees of up to
$50,000 would need to be met by
the council.

Funds generated from the
land sale would be placed in a
special reserve fund for two
years and could not be used for
“standard operating expendi-
ture”, the plan states.

“The council is developing a
special strategy to govern how
the funds will be administered
and utilised to the long-term ben-
efit of the community,” it says.

$20 million
drive-in deal

• From page 1

• From page 12
trial, even though luminol has been in use as
a forensic tool since 1939.

So by the second trial last November, this lu-
minol evidence had simply vanished.

There was also no evidence that the tie
drycleaned on the “murder afternoon” was the
same one that had given the discredited luminol
reaction.

Luminol was also used by the prosecution to
try to prove that Mrs Christie was murdered in
a bloodbath in her one-bedroom flat, and her
body dragged around. 

But an independent review of that evidence
cast huge doubt on the police scenario.

At one stage mid-trial the judge threw out ev-
idence of a bizarre police experiment where a
burly police officer was dragged around an of-
fice.

The final implication was that Susan Christie
was not killed at home, but somewhere else.

How could it all have gone so badly wrong?
Why did Rory Christie spend three-and-a-half

years in a maximum security jail on this flim-
sy, flawed evidence?

What did two trials and an appeal cost in money
as well as human terms, including the effect on
the lives of the jurors and 117 prosecution wit-
nesses summonsed to court?

How did it come about that Mr Christie’s then
five-year-old son Frazer so tragically lost not
only his mother but his father as well?

Could this happen to you, me, your brother,
sister or son or daughter?

It could, and it has. Watch this space as the
year unfolds.

Would a Christie trial have happened at all
had Attorney-General Jim McGinty not abolished
committal hearings, designed to test the evidence
before trial?

The official line is that at the second trial, a
witness changed her evidence about Rory
Christie’s whereabouts on the crucial Friday night.

But the POST has learned that this witness
initially recalled a crucial detail, then had doubts,
then at the latest trial, stuck to her original story.

There is more, much more, to the Christie saga,
much of it deeply disturbing.

And finally, will there ever be another seri-
ous hunt for Susan Christie’s real killer?

Murderer stays
undetected

Imagine four-storey Subi Centro
being subjected to eight and 12-
storey development (buildings
100% to 300% higher) – such a sig-
nificant change would not be tol-
erated!  

Even along Stirling Highway,
there are many locations where four-
storey development would be con-
sidered excessive.  

Wherever taller buildings and
higher densities are introduced into
a low-rise, low-density environ-
ment, there is a destabilising ef-
fect.  

Land values at the interface
are affected, owner-occupiers
move out, investors move in and
more high-rise/high-density de-

velopment progressively occurs.  
The two-storey height limit for

residential development through-
out the City of Nedlands, specified
in the present town planning
scheme, should not be retained.

Nedlands council does not have
to blindly follow misguided gov-
ernment policies to increase den-
sities everywhere.  

Town planning should be about
protecting neighbourhood character
and providing security and choice.  

The area south of the highway
is unique within the metropolitan
area and the envy of many coun-
cils who now realise their mistake
of increasing densities.  

Say no to the redevelopment
proposals for Waratah Avenue!

Dalkeith character in danger
• From page 10

$2000 fine for
cannabis in car

A 21-year-old Clare-
mont man was given
a suspended sentence
and fined $2000 after
pleading guilty to pos-
sessing cannabis worth
$2250 with intent to sell
or supply.

Cottesloe police
caught the man speed-
ing along the backroads
of Claremont before
pulling him over on
Stirling Highway on
February 1.

The police found
$1700 cash and the
cannabis in the car.

Steve’s demolition
Demolition crews moved into the

heritage-listed Steve’s Nedlands Park
Hotel on Thursday.

Murray McHenry, one of the hotel
owners, said ground- floor bars
were closed, but a café-style food bar
was open on the first floor.

On Tuesday, councillors are due
to rubberstamp changes to a de-
velopment plan approved last year.

The details are secret until they are
presented to the State Administrative
Tribunal on Friday, February 17.  

Jasper Morello navigates through the mist in a scene from the award-
winning movie.

Oscar time for Susie


