Reports Bret Christian

The boozy, chaotic lives of Susan Christie
and her drinking companions, who were
her sometimes sexual partners, swirled
around the hotels and bars of Subiaco,
Shenton Park and Wembley.

Glenn Ratchford, who said he had visit-
ed Mrs Christie’s unit in Daglish, described
another fellow drinker, Ron Lange, as a ma-
licious gossip.

Mr Ratchford said he had met Dennis Austin,
who has also told the court that he met Mrs
Christie in a local bar and had a sexual re-
lationship with her.

Mr Lange (56) gave evidence that he was an
acquaintance of Mrs Christie, Mr Ratchford
and Peter Finn, originally meeting at the Shenton
Park Hotel before seeing her at other bars.

He said he had had no sexual relationship
with her.

After Mrs Christie disappeared, Mr Lange
said Mr Ratchford, when drunk, told him that
he had told his psychiatrist that he had killed
Susan Christie.

“He was pretty drunk - on his way to a new
world record, I think,” Mr Lange said,

“I didn’t take it seriously.”

Mr Ratchford denied ever making the ad-
mission and said he would never discuss any-
thing meaningful about his life with Mr Lange.

A stand-up comic, Carl Sivalingham, said
he was fond of Susan Christie and had
known her for about six years.

He had had a sexual relationship with her
the night they met about six years before she
disappeared. When that ended they re-
mained friends.

The last time he saw her, they were drink-
ing in the flat above hers, about eight days
before she disappeared.

Sexual dalliances
began at local bars -

They shared a shepherd’s pie and the dis-

cussion was good-natured, but became ex- |

plosive about 20 minutes after dinner.

He said Mrs Christie had words with the
male neighbour.

Mr Sivalingham twice visited the neigh-
bours after Susan went missing to see if they
knew anything.

He had driven Mrs Christie to a 40th
birthday party in Darlington for Andrus
Budrikis, in mid-2001, where he was asked |
to take her home because she “was in avery &
bad way”.

Another guest at the party, Geoffrey
Donaldson, said he had given Mrs Christie,
a stranger, a lift from the party.

He said that Kelli Budrikis, wife of the host,
had said: “Take her home before she gets
all my married friends.”

After that, he had visited her at her flat
four times. They talked about philosophy.

“It was a platonic relationship — a very small
part sexual,” he said.

His girlfriend had also visited.

He met Mrs Christie’s upstairs neigh-
bours and they shared some drugs.

He said Mrs Christie told the neighbour
she was seeing a doctor socially.

Mr Donaldson, who was studying for a doc-
torate in philosophy before he was badly injured
in a car crash, said he did not drink alcohol.

“I'm wise to it,” he said.

Mr Donaldson said that two weeks before
Mrs Christie disappeared, Mr Austin had found
him with her in a sexually compromising po-
sition, and she had yelled at the other man
and thrown him out.

He said that after Mrs Christie disappeared,
he phoned her home and visited the units
to try to locate her, without success.
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the developers appealed against.
The major conditions asked

idential setbacks along St Quentin
Avenue to reduce overshadowing.

Developers were also asked to
fund roadworks around the area.

But until last night’s meeting,
both parties had failed to re-
solve their differences in four ses-
sions of mediation since July
and looked to be heading for a
ruling at a tribunal directions hear-
ing on November 29.

After the council’s resound-
ing rejection of the joint devel-
opers’ second option, Multiplex
manager of developments Marcus
Le Messurier said building a
residential component, as outlined
in the previous proposal, was
no longer financially viable, due
to rising building costs, unless the
council allowed greater flexi-
bility for setbacks, height and den-
sity.

Hawaiian general manager of
property development Stuart
Duplock said the joint-venture
partners would now have to grap-
ple with the cost issues.

Developers might choose not to
proceed or to present further
plans.

“But we are keen to see de-
velopment go ahead in the town
centre,” Mr Duplock said

Multiplex, Hawaiian and Coles
Myer own the 26,000sq.m super
block between Gugeri Street and
Bay View Terrace that includes

Target Country and the Claremont
Arcade.
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selected stock clearance

50/0 off

Old Teak Shopcabinets - these pieces are unique and becoming increasingly hard to find.
Now is a great opportunity to acquire one of these magnificent cabinets at a great price.

Versatile for all manner of storage & display with sliding doors for easy access.

Current stocks have sliding timber doors in base section giving a balance between storage
in the base & display in the top and also the safer option with young children.

Sizes vary between 1.6m to 2.6m width so be quick for the best selection.
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